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Criteria Summary of evidence

Student debt • �The available evidence suggests varying levels of average debt  
among students:

   • �£6,900 average debt for non-medical students (such as nurses  
and AHPs)7

   • �£20,000 average debt for medical students8

   • �£20,500 average debt for dental students9

   • �£7,800 average debt for general students in higher education10 and 
average debt levels for these students are projected to rise to circa 
£13,000 for students who started their courses after 2006.11

• �Evidence suggests that most students are pragmatic about student  
debt and believe the investment in higher education to be 
‘worthwhile’.12 

• �Support systems that require a contribution from the student or 
household have not resulted in a reduction in university enrolment.4 

• �Some students when interviewed said that they would accept debt  
in order to have access to more funding overall.5 

• �Different groups of students have different attitudes to debt.4 

Value for 
money

• �The amount of student support per year of employment would be:

   • �Option 2d £1,069

   • �Option 2e £1,102.

Affordable • �These options would not be affordable within the existing budget.

Administration/
infrastructure 

• �These options are based on the current system in operation 
for degree students. For this reason, the administration and 
infrastructure costs are relatively easy to identify.

Widens 
participation

• �The evidence suggests that, historically, participation in higher 
education is linked with socio-economic classification and that these 
students require a wide range of support, not just financial, to 
encourage them into higher education.4

• �Debt aversion does deter non-traditional groups from entering into 
higher education.4 

• �Targeting subsidies/aid and providing information about available 
financial support can make a difference to non-traditional students.4

Other related 
systems

• �These options are similar to the current system run by the Student 
Loans Company that applies to non-NHS-funded students in higher 
education.

Flexible • �The NHS would have flexibility over the bursary element as it  
does now.
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Criteria Summary of evidence

Fair 
(continued)

• �There was general agreement at the focus groups that it was fair 
that students should contribute something towards the cost of  
their education.6 

• �All of the students in the case studies will have access to at least 
as much money as in the current system, with some receiving 
significantly more under some of the options. It is possible that this 
option may therefore reduce the need to work during the studies 
but there is no evidence available to support this.

Student debt • �The available evidence suggests varying levels of average debt  
among students:

   • �£6,900 average debt for non-medical students (such as nurses  
and AHPs)7

   • �£20,000 average debt for medical students8

   • �£20,500 average debt for dental students9

   • �£7,800 average debt for general students in higher education10  

and average debt levels for these students are projected to rise to 
circa £13,000 for students who started their courses after 2006.11 

• �Fifty-three per cent of the students surveyed in the NUS Meet the 
Parents (2009) research had taken on debt, other than the student 
loan, because their living expenses exceeded their income.12

• �Evidence suggests that most students are pragmatic about  
student debt and believe the investment in higher education  
to be ‘worthwhile’.4,12 

• �Support systems that require a contribution from the student or 
household have not resulted in a reduction in university enrolment.4 

• �Loans, however, are increasingly the dominant method of funding 
higher education, including for healthcare students.4 

• �When interviewed, some students felt that they would now accept 
(more/some) debt in order to have access to more funding overall, 
particularly if overall debt levels are limited by bursary.5 

• �Evidence suggests that debt aversion does deter non-traditional 
groups, such as students from ethnic minorities and those from  
single-parent families.4 

• �In terms of healthcare students, a higher proportion are mature 
students who are more price sensitive than average and worry more 
about debt than traditional students do. However, bursaries reduce 
their debt aversion.4 

• �Latest data shows that the proportion of eligible low-income students 
who now receive financial support has increased from  
80 per cent to 92 per cent.14










































































