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BRANCH AGM 2010

Branch AGM - Report from Howard Cook - Branch Chair

Like many UNISON members ours are going through a period of continuous change.
This has been going on for some time - and will be for some time to come. It is
therefore important that we keep our members fully briefed and with as up to date
information as possible and we feel that the AGM should not only be the execution of
branch business but an opportunity to brief and involve members to as high a level
as possible.

Initially we greet our AGM attending members with three free drinks tickets as they
sign in from 5.30 ready for a 6pm meeting start. Last year | asked the Chief
Executive of St Edmundsbury Borough Council Geoff Rivers to brief members at the
AGM on what lay ahead and this went very well, particularly the assurance that there
would be no compulsory redundancies. We asked Geoff to open this years AGM as
well which again was appreciated by members to have information very hot off the
press so to speak, complete with a Q & A session afterwards. This year the Chief
Exec's slot was followed by Noel Glover, Regional UNISON Organiser providing a
reality check on various proposals particularly relating to Shared Services and this
also went down very well.

Branch Steward (and now Secretary) Mark Johnson had negotiated a loyalty
discount card for Members and this was presented as a benefit to members and
were distributed at the AGM. We then have our branch reports and the election of
officials which we carry out quickly and efficiently.

We regard our AGM as not just a place for Branch business but also as a get-
together and therefore after branch business we finish with our Annual prize Draw
with a top prize of £150 - this really brings our members along! - followed by a Chilli
dinner where we all sit and chat after the meeting whilst head-scratching working
through member Kev Gaught's famous quiz.

The meeting location is the Athenaeum, Bury St Edmunds where we use one room
for meeting and one room for the food and social and formula works well and we
shall be looking to do similar with a couple of enhancements for next year.

Howard Cook — Branch Chair

QUIZ WINNERS




Is Ruskin College, Oxford, the place for
you or your members to learn?

Are you looking for a second chance in education? Did you miss

out on exams at school?

Ruskin College Summer School 2010 offers 3 and 5 day residential courses during
July specifically for people who have not been to university. Courses are available in
digital photography, art, IT skills for beginners, creative writing, etc. Costs are
heavily subsidised (£45 for 3-day courses and £90 for 5-day courses including all
accommodation, meals and tuition), and courses are completely free to those on

income-related benefits.

For more information Contact your Life Long Learning reps — Craig or Diane. Full
details - Ruskin College short courses and degree courses, and their programme of

Open Days - www.ruskin.ac.uk

Eastern
Regional
Learning
Developments
and Initiatives
2010

The Region is planning to hold a
Regional Learning Conference in
September 2010. Further details will
appear on this website in the next few
Months.

If you wish to learn more about Unison
Learning Programme, or any of it's
National or Regional Projects then
contact:

Phil Kemp, Regional Learning and
Development Officer - UNISON
Eastern Region, Church House,
Church Lane, Chelmsford, Essex,
CML1 1NH p.kemp@unison.co.uk

Learning Opportunities
through

\\‘

UNISON

http://www.unisoneastern.org.uk/mem
ber-benefits/learning-
opportunities/index.html
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Why should | join UNISON? ...

UNISON has secured more
than £33 million in
compensation to its members
for personal injury settlements
in the past year alone.

UNISON achieved a £4 million
settlement of an equal-pay
claim for more than 1,500
school meals workers employed
by the former Cleveland County
Council.

UNISON made a number of
submissions to the Low Pay
Commission (LPC) pushing for
a £6-an-hour minimum wage.

>

UNISON provides the broadest range
of legal help to union members in the
UK. We offer advice and assistance
not just with work issues, but for you

As a result of UNISON's work,
the LPC is now a permanent
body and its scope was
widened to examine all aspects
of poverty pay.

UNISON was the key player in
ensuring the government
increased the value of the basic
state pension in real terms for
the first time in 20 years.
UNISON'’s delegation to the
Labour Party also successfully
argued for the restoration of the
link to earnings

Find out more at
http://www.unison.org.uk/join/su
ccessstories.asp

Employment problems
Injury and accidents at work
Accidents outside work
Online accident form

Free initial legal advice
Work tenancy problems
Wills and conveyancing
Criminal cases

Immigration

and your family outside the workplace

too. Which include Medical negligence

0845 355 0845

http://www.unison.orqg.uk

UNISON

DON’'T FORGET....
In order to qualify for legal help you need to:
Have been a UNISON member at least 4 weeks before realising you need legal help -
be up to date with your membership subscriptions.
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{5y WART Mg D Joid THE UNion?
MAT'S A REGWEF — L THoOJGHT YV
we’:ge Going To ASK ME T8 MARRY Yoo

If you are not a member but would like to join please contact one of your local

ﬁ representatives. Alternatively you can call 0845 355 0845

Opening times:
Monday-Friday 6am-midnight
Saturdays 9am-4pm

Or join online at http://www.unison.org.uk/join/index.asp

amillion
voices
for |
public

services

http://www.unison.org.uk/million/voices.php|
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UNI

Service

UIA Insurance

Special rates for Home, Travel & Pet

' " Insurance
(&I UIA Insurance provide
Kb oa great value, low cost
e insurance for members
and retired members of Unison and their
families.  Visit www.unisoninsurance.co.uk
for a quote or immediate cover or
alternatively call UIA on 0800 66 88
55. Business Development Manager -
David Beechener M: 07801 240 392 Tel:
01438 761 738 david.beechener@uia.co.uk

Win £500 worth of Love2Shop
vouchers with UIA (Insurance)
Ltd

SON

Providers

Simply let us know your home insurance
renewal date and we will enter you into a
free prize draw to win £500 worth of
Love2Shop vouchers accepted at many
retailers including Boots and Waterstone’s.
Go to www.uia.co.uk/unisoncompetition and
take a few minutes to provide us with your
details for your chance to win.

What's more you will only have to enter
once and you’ll have up to 12 chances to
win as we'll be drawing a winner EVERY
MONTH of 2010. Closing date 31st
December 2010.

For full terms and conditions of the prize draw please
visit  www.uia.co.uk/UNISON/Competition/Competition-
TCs/

THOMPSONS

SOLICITORS

Free Wills For enquiries about getting your Will drawn up free! Contact UNISONDirect 0845
355 0845. www.unison.org.uk/benefits/legal.asp or members can go to:

www.thompsons.law.co.uk/unison-wills.htm

LIGHTHOUSETEMPLE

For Independent Financial Advice

Make sure your money works as hard as it can for
you with Independent Financial Advice from
LighthouseTemple

Norfolk/Suffolk/Cambridge: David Kitchen -
07730 456614 -
david.kitchen@lighthousetemple.co.uk

to complete a Will questionnaire form online.

Britannia

Mortgages / Savings - Britannia Building
Society - are currently offering a special £150
cash back deal to UNISON members applying
to the Britannia for the first time, remortgaging
from another lender or home movers. The
£150 will be paid into a UNISON Save and
Support Account on completion of your
mortgage. Contact - Sarita Maharaj - 07872
110473
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Lifelong Learning

UNISON

Adult Learning Week
25th ™ to 27 ™ May

Activities to promote learning in
St Edmundsbury Borough Council

OPEN TO ALL STAFF
FREE
FUN
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

Fantastic prizes to be won

Everyone will have aLear ni ng Voucher to o6spendb®d
with ET this week, or be distributed to you. Use yours for a chance to win one of the
following prizes kindly donated by Unison.

e 5 Nintendo DS game consoles

e Book tokens

The programme will be published on the Intranet and on posters like this. A range of
activities will be available from Skills for Life to leisure learning.

For further information contact
Craig Young or Diane James




